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Ishpeming, Michigan  

A Regular Meeting of the Ishpeming City Council was held on Wednesday, May 7, 2014, in the Ishpeming Senior Center.  Mayor Tall called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.
Present:  Mayor Mike Tall, Council Members Claudia Demarest, Joseph Juidici, Elaine Racine, and Mike Tonkin (5).  Absent:  None (0).  Also present were City Manager Mark Slown and City Attorney David Savu.  

PUBLIC COMMENT
Virginia Graybill, 903 North Main Street, commended the DPW on how they handled this winter's water situation and inquired if a decision would be made at this meeting on vacating a portion of Maple Street between Euclid and Canda Streets.

AMEND AGENDA
A motion was made by Councilwoman Demarest and seconded by Councilman Juidici to remove consideration of Partridge Creek Farms, Library elevator bids, and resolution incorporating Malton Road into the City street system from the meeting agenda.  Motion carried.

CONSENT AGENDA
A motion was made by Councilman Juidici and seconded by Councilwoman Racine to accept the consent agenda as follows:
a.
Minutes of Previous Meetings (April 9 and 24, 2014)

b.
Approval of Disbursements (Council Members Juidici and Tonkin)
c.
Monthly financial report
d.
Appoint Joanna Troyer to a five year term on the Library Board
e.
Reappoint John French to a five year term on the Cemetery Board

f.
Reappoint David Morton, Edmund Holmgren, Angelo Bosio, and Stacia Lynn to the Parks and Recreation Commission

Motion carried.

PUBLIC HEARING ON THE POSSIBLE VACATING OF A PORTION OF MAPLE STREET 
Mayor Tall opened the public hearing on the possible vacating of a portion of Maple Street between Euclid and Canda Streets at 7:09 p.m.

Jay Clancey is the developer of the proposed microbrewery on the lower level of the Mather Inn. He stated they have tentative approval from the State Liquor Control Commission.  He is hoping to be ready to brew beer by the end of September and be open to the public in October.  
Robin Baird, owner of the Mather Inn, stated if the street is vacated, they would like to put in a patio, pub area, and gardens at that site.  

Virginia Graybill, Grace Episcopal Church, stated they have no problem with the liquor license, but have a concern about access to the church back door.  
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Mr. Slown said utilities are needed for the brewery and the flooding problem and lack of drainage down Maple Street need to be addressed.  An easement will be required for utilities, and a site plan must be approved.  
DPW Director Jon Kangas stated this portion of Maple Street is high maintenance for plowing and because of the runoff problem.  
Mayor Tall closed the public hearing at 7:47 p.m.

PUBLIC HEARING ON THE SALE OF 300 WEST DIVISION STREET
Mayor Tall opened the public hearing on the possible sale of 300 West Division Street at 7:48 p.m.
No public comment was received, and the public hearing was closed at 7:51 p.m.

INSPECTION AND TESTING OF CANDA STREET WATER MAIN REPAIR
A motion was made by Councilwoman Demarest and seconded by Councilman Tonkin to accept the proposal from GEI for the inspection and testing of the Canda Street water main repair, as presented, in an amount not to exceed $33,970 and to waive competitive bidding on the recommendation of the City Manager.  Motion carried.
LINDBERG RATES FOR EMERGENCY REPAIRS
A motion was made by Councilwoman Demarest and seconded by Councilman Tonkin to approve the A. Lindberg & Sons time and material rates for emergency water main and service repairs and to waive competitive bidding on the recommendation of the City Manager.  Motion carried.

APPRAISAL OF LAND – HEMATITE HEIGHTS
A motion was made by Councilwoman Demarest and seconded by Councilman Tonkin  to accept the appraisal of $19,500 for the parcel of property off New York Street that RobRoy Ockerman requested to purchase.  Ayes:  Mayor Tall, Council Members Demarest, Juidici, and Tonkin (4).  Nays:  Councilwoman Racine (1).  Motion carried.

APPRAISAL OF LAND – SECOND AND THIRD STREETS CONNECTOR  

A motion was made by Councilman Juidici and seconded by Mayor Tall to authorize the City Manager to proceed with the purchase of property from Duke Lifepoint for the appraised value of $37,000 for the Second and Third Streets connector and to authorize the expenditure of $1,400 for a parcel boundary survey and staking of the four corners of the property by OHM, contingent upon the City Attorney's approval of the deed and written appraisal.  Motion carried.
AMENDMENTS TO ORDINANCE NO. 8-100
A motion was made by Mayor Tall and seconded by Councilman Juidici to adopt amendments to Ordinance No. 8-100, Zoning Ordinance, as of the first reading.  Motion carried.

AMENDMENTS TO ORDINANCE NO. 4-800
A motion was made by Councilwoman Demarest and seconded by Councilman Juidici to adopt
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amendments to Ordinance No. 4-800, An Ordinance Establishing Charges for Fire Department Services Rendered at Motor Vehicle Accidents, as of the second reading.  Motion carried.
AMENDMENTS TO ORDINANCE NO. 4-500
A motion was made by Councilwoman Demarest and seconded by Councilman Tonkin to adopt amendments to Ordinance No. 4-500, An Ordinance Regulating Noxious Weeds, Tall Grass, and Miscellaneous Debris, as of the second reading, and appoint Mark Slown as the Commissioner of Noxious Weeds.  Motion carried.

ELEVATOR FOR CITY HALL
A motion was made by Councilwoman Demarest and seconded by Councilwoman Racine to authorize the City Manager to apply for a USDA grant for an elevator in City Hall in order to meet ADA compliance requirements.  Motion carried.

ACCEPT CITY ATTORNEY LETTER OF RESIGNATION
A motion was made by Mayor Tall and seconded by Councilwoman Racine to accept the letter of resignation from City Attorney David Savu effective December 31, 2014, with regret.  Motion carried.

COMMITTEE TO HIRE A NEW CITY ATTORNEY
A special meeting will be held to discuss the process for hiring a City Attorney, contract terms, and rate of pay.
RED EARTH CLASSIC 
A motion was made by Councilwoman Demarest and seconded by Mayor Tall to approve the Red Earth Classic liquor tent fencing at the Al Quaal Recreation Area on July 26 and 27, 2014, contingent upon the City Attorney's approval of the paperwork.  Motion carried.
SURPLUS EQUIPMENT 

A motion was made by Councilwoman Demarest and seconded by Mayor Tall to declare items from City Hall, Fire Department, Police Department, and Library as surplus and authorize their sale to the highest bidders.  Motion carried.

AGREEMENT WITH MARQUETTE COUNTY FOR MAPPING SERVICES
A motion was made by Mayor Tall and seconded by Councilwoman Racine to approve the Zoning Map Partnership Contract with Marquette County at a cost not to exceed $1,000.  Motion carried.
DISCUSSION OF ISHPEMING HOUSING STOCK AND IMPROVEMENT OPTIONS
A motion was made by Mayor Tall and seconded by Councilwoman Racine to authorize the City Manager to form a committee for the purpose of evaluating housing in various neighborhoods and finding options to make necessary improvements.  Motion carried.

Councilman Tonkin offered to serve on the committee.
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AGREEMENT WITH EMPLOYEE BENEFITS AGENCY

Following discussion of the agreement with Employee Benefits Agency to act as third party administrator for the employee health plan for the period April 1-June 30, 2014, the item was deferred to a special meeting.
OLD BUSINESS

A motion was made by Councilwoman Racine and seconded by Councilman Tonkin to allow the Fire Department to loan equipment stored at the Brownstone to the Cliffs Shaft Mining Museum.  Motion carried.

DPW Director Jon Kangas stated the only residents who must remain on let run are those who are on temporary water supplies.

MAYOR AND COUNCIL REPORTS
Councilman Tonkin attended the Parks and Recreation Commission, Planning Commission, and Lake Bancroft meetings.   He stated efforts to dissolve the growth in Lake Bancroft is moving forward, and it is important there is no dumping in the lake.  
Councilwoman Demarest attended the Library Board meeting and commended Mr. Slown for running a smooth School election. 

Mayor Tall gave an update on the Housing Commission construction and commended Mr. Slown on a well coordinated election.  

Councilwoman Racine attended the DDA meeting, commented on beautification efforts, stated there will be a town-wide rummage sale on June 21, and congratulated Mr. Slown on a well run election.
Councilman Juidici reported the Cemetery Board did not meet this month.

MANAGER'S REPORT
Mr. Sloan had no report.

ATTORNEY'S REPORT

Mr. Savu had no report.

ADJOURNMENT
A motion was made by Councilwoman Demarest and seconded by Mayor Tall to adjourn the meeting at 9:38 p.m.









Carol Holmgren









Recording Secretary
