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Ishpeming, Michigan   

A Regular Meeting of the Ishpeming City Council was held on Wednesday, March 5, 2014, in the Ishpeming Senior Center.  Mayor Tall called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

Present:  Mayor Mike Tall, Council Members Claudia Demarest, Joseph Juidici, Elaine Racine, and Mike Tonkin (5).  Absent:  None (0).  Also present were City Manager Mark Slown and City Attorney David Savu.

Consent Agenda
A motion was made by Mayor Tall and seconded by Councilman Juidici to approve the consent agenda as follows:

a.
Minutes of Previous Meetings (February 5, 7, and 20, 2014)

b.
Approval of Disbursements (Mayor Tall and Councilman Juidici)

c.
Monthly Financial Reports

DEQ Grant for Lake Bancroft
Brett Schwenke, UPEA, presented a proposal of $1,200 to prepare a Michigan Aquatic Habitat grant application for Lake Bancroft cleanup.  The grant would require a 10% local match and could be for up to one million dollars.  There is already a DNR permit to treat the lake with polymer, and the grant program would improve the ability to clean the lake quickly.

Mr. Slown stated Carl Lindquist of NMU offered to prepare the grant application for free.
A motion was made by Councilwoman Demarest and seconded by Mayor Tall to accept the offer of Carl Lindquist to apply for a Michigan Aquatic Habitat grant without charge.  Motion carried.
Memorandum of Agreement with Public Works Union
A motion was made by Councilwoman Demarest and seconded by Councilman Tonkin to ratify the Memorandum of Agreement with the Public Works Union to hire contractors to assist with the frozen water lines.  Motion carried.

Change Order No. 2 for the Fire Hall
A motion was made by Mayor Tall and seconded by Councilwoman Racine to accept amended Change Order No. 2 for the Fire Hall floor slab structural bracing project for an increased project cost of $3,302.51.  Motion carried.

Damaged City Garage
Mr. Slown stated the City garage at First and Pearl Streets was heavily damaged by water due to the fire at Hickey's Bar.  The insurance company has agreed to reimburse up to $32,000 for repairs or are agreeable to demolishing the building.  

A motion was made by Councilwoman Demarest and seconded by Mayor Tall to proceed with demolishing the garage, provided the cost of demolition is less than the insurance proceeds.  Motion carried.   
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Rescind Motion of November 7, 2012, Regarding the Sale of Property to RobRoy Ockerman
A motion was made by Mayor Tall and seconded by Councilwoman Demarest to rescind the motion of November 7, 2012, to sell a 2.65 acre parcel of property located in the Hematite Heights area to Mr. Ockerman for $10,000 per acre or a total of $26,500.  Motion carried.

Authorize Sale of Property to RobRoy Ockerman

A motion was made by Councilwoman Demarest and seconded by Councilwoman Racine to authorize the sale of a 2.65 acre parcel of property in the Hematite Heights area to RobRoy Ockerman for $2,500 an acre, a
s recommended by the Planning Commission.

Following discussion, a motion was made by Councilman Tonkin and seconded by Councilman Juidici to table this item.  Ayes:  Mayor Tall, Council Members Demarest, Juidici, and Tonkin (4).  Nays:  Council Member Racine (1).  Motion carried.

Design for the Second and Third Streets Connector

Steve Wright, OHM, stated two options were presented for the Second and Third Streets connector.  The estimated cost for Option A, the S Curve Option, is $440,000 plus purchase of a parcel of property, and $490,000 for Option B, the Roundabout Option.  The grant request must be submitted by April 1.  The application does not have to designate which option will be used.  

A motion was made by Councilwoman Demarest and seconded by Mayor Tall to authorize OHM to submit a Small Urban Grant for the Second and Third Streets connector using the higher estimated cost.  Motion carried.
Gateway Signs Concept
A motion was made by Councilwoman Demarest and seconded by Councilwoman Racine to approve the design for the gateway signs as presented and to proceed with obtaining prices for two signs.  Motion carried.

Reduction of TIF District
Mr. Slown stated the TIF District can be reduced, and this action will have no impact on the current bond issue.  
New Business
MEBS will discontinue third party administration of the employee health insurance effective March 31, 2014.  Vince Babcock, Employee Benefits Agency, presented a proposal to provide third party administration of the health insurance.  Employee Benefits can begin on April 1, 2014, and will charge $20.00 per month per employee versus $26.25 charged by MEBS.  They will also administer COBRA.

A motion was made by Councilwoman Demarest and second by Mayor Tall to accept the proposal of Employee Benefits Agency for third party administration of employee health insurance and to waive competitive bidding on the recommendation of the City Manager.  Motion carried.
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A motion was made by Councilwoman Demarest and seconded by Mayor Tall to accept the proposal of $15,000 from GEI to prepare a Rural Development loan/grant application for water system improvements and to waive competitive bidding.  Motion carried.

A motion was made by Councilwoman Demarest and seconded by Councilman Juidici to approve the purchase of a 2014 pickup truck through MiDeal in the amount of $31,152.60, plus delivery charge, and to waive competitive bidding.  Motion carried.

A motion was made by Councilwoman Demarest and seconded by Councilman Tonkin to reappoint Larry Bussone to a three year term on the Iron Ore Heritage Recreation Authority.  Motion carried.
Mayor and Council Reports
Councilman Juidici reported he attended a meeting with Rural Development in Gladstone on a grant/loan application for water system improvements.  He thanked the Fire Department for assisting with a fire in Negaunee.

Councilwoman Racine attended the DDA meeting.  She thanked DPW and Lindberg for their efforts with the Canda Street freezeup, the Police Department for breaking up a meth lab, and the Fire Department for responding to the fire in Negaunee.
Councilwoman Demarest attended the Library Board meeting.  She thanked DPW, the Police Department, and Fire Department for the excellent job they are doing.  
Councilman Tonkin attended the Planning Commission and Parks and Recreation Commission meetings, and the five year recreation plan has been completed.

Mayor Tall attended the Housing Commission and Central Dispatch meetings.  He thanked DPW, the Fire Department, and Police Department for their efforts during this terrible winter.  
City Manager's Report
The Fire Department wants to sponsor a circus this summer as a fund raiser, congratulated the Police Chief on the conviction in the kidnapping trial, a school election will be held on May 6, 2014, and absentee ballots will be available on March 22, he will be attending election training in Lansing at the end of the month, does not support legislation to allow retroactive pay if a union contract is not settled timely, and the Board of Review will be meeting on March 10 and 11 at City Hall.
Adjournment

A motion was made by Councilwoman Demarest and seconded by Councilwoman Racine to adjourn the meeting at 8:30 p.m.  Motion carried.
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