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Ishpeming, Michigan

A Special Meeting of the Ishpeming City Council was held on Thursday, March 20, 2014, in the City Hall Conference Room.  Mayor Tall called the meeting to order at 10:00 a.m.

Present:  Mayor Mike Tall, Council Members Claudia Demarest, Elaine Racine, and Mike Tonkin (4).  Absent:  Councilman Joseph Juidici (1).  Also present were City Manager Mark Slown and City Attorney David Savu.

Options for DNR Recreation Grant

Mr. Slown stated last year a DNR Recreation Grant was submitted for two projects combined as one, the Howard Oil trailhead and Water Tower overlook.  The two projects are not physically connected, and a linking trail is necessary to put this together.  For a new grant application, four options are available:  (A) Hematite Heights overlook trail development, (B) trail head near Howard Oil, (C) linking trail connecting the two areas, and (D) hybrid combination of all three.  
Pat Coleman, UPEA, stated various options have been considered on which project would best get funding.  Not all of the trails at the water tower would be ADA compliant.  The DNR may have concerns about the existing contamination at the Howard Oil site.  A linkage between the two sites is needed.  Property would have to be dedicated exclusively for use as a recreational area and would require a 50 foot corridor.  An area paralleling Malton Road, separated by forest, would be beneficial.  Estimated cost if using asphalt is $150,000 and $129,000 if using crushed stone.
Public Hearing on the DNR Grant Application
Mayor Tall opened the public hearing at 10:25 a.m.  

DPW Director Jon Kangas stated user groups consider the trailhead at Howard Oil as the top priority project for funding.  There is concern existing uses could be compromised if the water tower project were approved.  The connector trail brings the entire concept together.

Ray Roberts stated the Planning Commission is supportive of all three projects, with Options A and C having a higher priority.  The Howard Oil trailhead could provide access for many existing trails and be useful for the development of Hematite Heights.  If the existing trail from New York Street would parallel the bluff with signage going back to New York Street, the Planning Commission would be supportive of Option C.  

Stacia Lynn, Ishpeming Parks and Recreation Commission member, stated the Iron Ore Heritage trailhead project should have top priority.  The local mountain bike group will be obtaining International Mountain Biking Association chapter status, and this will provide national recognition.  

Ernie Harsila, 394 Winthrop Street, feels there are already enough trails and are used by few people.  He stated there is too much dust created by trucks on the trail in Junction.
Justin Koski, Red Earth Classic Mountain Bike Race, said the Howard Oil trailhead is an access marked trail head and is extremely important.  This option would provide a clear route to town and a definite area for people to go and is the best choice for a grant application.
Councilman Tonkin stated restroom facilities are needed for the trails, proper directional signs are needed to find the trailhead, and he feels Option A is a top priority and Option C is second.  
The public hearing was closed at 10:37 a.m.

Authorize Submitting a DNR Grant Application
A motion was made by Councilwoman Demarest and seconded by Mayor Tall to apply for a DNR grant for Option C, linking trail between the Howard Oil trailhead and water tower overlook, contingent upon the DDA providing the required local match of $34,000, and to authorize the City Manager to sign the grant application.  Motion carried.
Proposal for Grant Application Services from UPEA
A motion was made by Councilwoman Demarest and seconded by Councilman Tonkin to accept the proposal from UPEA to provide assistance with drawings, descriptions, pictures and other necessary documents for the grant application at an amount not to exceed $1,600 and to waive competitive bidding on the recommendation of the City Manager.  Motion carried.

Adjournment
A motion was made by Councilwoman Demarest and seconded by Councilwoman Racine to adjourn the meeting at 10:54 a.m.  Motion carried.
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