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Ishpeming, Michigan
A Regular Meeting of the Ishpeming City Council was held on Wednesday, April 9, 2014, in the Ishpeming Senior Center.  Mayor Tall called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

Present:  Mayor Mike Tall, Council Members Claudia Demarest, Joseph Juidici, Elaine Racine, and Mike Tonkin (5).  Absent:  None (0).  Also present were City Manager Mark Slown and City Attorney David Savu.

Public Comment
Alton Conrad, 1310 North Second Street, thanked the DPW for snow removal at the Library and for doing a good job with the water problems this winter, commended David Savu for the article in the paper on the conflict of interest within City organizations, expressed his dissatisfaction with City tax rates and displeasure with the termination of the former City Clerk.  
Agenda Comment
RobRoy Ockerman requested time to speak regarding the possible sale of property to him in the Hematite Heights area.

Consent Agenda
A motion was made by Councilwoman Demarest and seconded by Councilwoman Racine to approve the consent agenda as follows:
a.
Minutes of March 20, 2014

b,
Approval of disbursements (Council Members Demarest and Racine)

c.
Monthly financial report

d.
Surplus Library books

e.
Confirm appointment of Jamie Maki to fill a vacancy on the Downtown Development Authority

Motion carried.

Life Saving Awards
Life saving awards were presented to Patrolmen Jason Hart and Jeremy Rae for rescuing two women who had been abducted, tortured, held against their will, and secured to poles by two men in a basement on July 2, 2013, and for their testimony which secured convictions against the two men for solicitation of murder, torture, and unlawful imprisonment.

Presentation on 40 Below’s Iron Range Roll  

Ryan Hemmila and Dave Nyberg of 40 Below Young Professionals of Marquette County stated they will be holding the first Iron Range Roll on June 7, 2014.  The race will be 16 miles along the Iron Ore Heritage Trail, will start at Cliffs Shaft and end at the Marquette Commons, proceeds of the event will benefit the YMCA of Marquette County’s Reach and Rise youth mentoring program, and the three ways to participate are bicyclists, relay run teams, and individual runners.  

A motion was made by Mayor Tall and seconded by Councilwoman Demarest to support the 40 Below Iron Range Roll on June 7, 2014 as presented.  Motion carried.
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Presentation on the Northern Lights Rave Run
Kori Tossava, Chamber Director, reported that the Northern Lights Rave Run will replace the Mud Plunge and will be held at the Al Quaal Recreation Area on the third Saturday in August.  
A motion was made by Councilwoman Demarest and seconded by Mayor Tall to approve holding the Northern Lights Rave Run at the Al Quaal Recreation Area, provided the proper liability coverage is provided.  Motion carried.

Presentation on Red Earth Classic
Justin Koski, race coordinator for the Red Earth Classic, stated the event will be sponsored by Bell’s Brewery.  Through the Ishpeming Ski Club, they have obtained a special liquor license to sell alcohol in a tent at the Al Quaal Recreation Area for their event on July 26 and 27.   Mr. Koski is requesting DPW assistance for fencing in the tent area.  
A motion was made by Councilwoman Demarest and seconded by Mayor Tall to consider this item at the May City Council meeting.  Motion carried.

Sale of 300 West Division Street
A motion was made by Councilwoman Demarest and seconded by Councilman Juidici to schedule a public hearing to consider the sale of 300 West Division Street at the next regular meeting.  Motion carried.

Sale of Property to RobRoy Ockerman
RobRoy Ockerman, 400 East New York Street, stated he is interested in purchasing 2.65 acres of property east of his home to house two greenhouses, make a garden, and plant fruit trees.  

A motion was made by Councilwoman Racine and seconded by Councilman Tonkin to remove the motion of March 5, 2014, regarding the sale of property to Mr. Ockerman from the table.  

A motion was made by Councilwoman Demarest and seconded by Mayor Tall to withdraw the March 5, 2014, motion to authorize the sale of a 2.65 acre parcel of property in the Hematite Heights area to RobRoy Ockerman for $2,500, as recommended by the Planning Commission.  Ayes:  Mayor Tall and Council Members Demarest and Racine (3).  Nays:  Councilmen Juidici and Tonkin (2).  Motion carried.

A motion was made by Mayor Tall and seconded by Councilwoman Racine to authorize the sale of 2.65 acres of property in the Hematite Heights area to Mr. Ockerman for $2,500 an acre.  Ayes:  Councilwoman Racine (1).  Nays:  Mayor Tall, Council Members Demarest, Juidici, and Tonkin (4).  Motion defeated.

Following discussion, a motion was made by Mayor Tall and seconded by Councilwoman Demarest to not authorize the sale of the 2.65 acres without an appraised value and for the City Manager to pursue getting an appraisal of the property.  Ayes:  Mayor Tall, Council Members Demarest, Juidici, and Tonkin (4).  Nays:  Councilwoman Racine (1).  Motion carried.

Approve the Purchase of Cemetery Software
A motion was made by Councilwoman Demarest and seconded by Councilman Tonkin to 
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approve the purchase of CM Data Manager software from Pontem® Software of Eaton Rapids, Michigan, with licenses for two concurrent users and data conversion services, for the proposed price of $8,315.00 and annual software support costs of $810.00 for future years and to waive competitive bidding in the best interest of the City.  Motion carried.

Approve the Purchase of a Police Patrol Vehicle
A motion was made by Councilwoman Demarest and seconded by Mayor Tall to approve the purchase of a 2015 Ford Interceptor from Signature Ford of Owosso, Michigan, for $26,389 and to waive competitive bidding at the recommendation of the City Manager.   Motion carried.

Authorize Payment of City Attorney Invoice
A motion was made by Councilwoman Demarest and seconded by Mayor Tall to remove authorizing payment of an invoice from the City Attorney from the agenda.  Motion carried.

Lift Hiring Freeze for a DPW Laborer and Code Enforcement Officer
A motion was made by Councilwoman Demarest and seconded by Mayor Tall to lift the hiring freeze for the DPW Laborer position only.  Motion carried.

Discussion followed on the need for a code enforcement officer.  If there is not a code enforcement officer, it will  be necessary to amend ordinances to provide for a civil infraction rather than a criminal charge.

A motion was made by Councilwoman Demarest and seconded by Mayor Tall that the City Manager and City Attorney review current noxious weed, tall grass and miscellaneous debris and inoperable motor vehicle ordinances to change the violation to civil infractions.  Motion carried.

Library Custodian Services
A motion was made by Councilwoman Racine and seconded by Councilwoman Demarest to hire Final Touch to conduct cleaning of the Library four hours per week at the rate of $25.00 per hour.  Motion carried.

Addendum to Agenda
A motion was made by Mayor Tall and seconded by Councilwoman Racine to add to the existing agenda a presentation on Partridge Creek Farm, Letter of Agreement with AFSCME Chapter 1282, set a public hearing on vacating Maple Street between Barnum and Canda Streets, and authorize changing Assistant to the City Manager title to Assistant City Manager.  Motion carried.
Partridge Creek Farm
On behalf of Dan Perkins, Kori Tossava gave a brief presentation on the Partridge Creek Farm proposal.  
A motion was made by Councilwoman Racine and seconded by Councilman Tonkin to put the Partridge Creek Farm proposal on the May agenda, invite Dan Perkins and Ray Roberts, Planning Commission Chair, to attend the meeting, and authorize Mr. Slown and Mr. Savu to begin work on a development agreement.  Motion carried.
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Letter of Agreement with AFSCME Chapter 1281
A motion was made by Councilwoman Demarest and seconded by Mayor Tall to approve the Letter of Agreement with AFSCME Chapter 1281 to increase the Meter Repair Worker hourly wage from $18.71 to $19.18.  Motion carried.

Request to Vacate a Portion of Maple Street
The Mather Inn is requesting that Maple Street between Barnum and Canda Streets be vacated to allow an outdoor garden area with seating and for a large transformer needed for the proposed brewery.

A motion was made by Mayor Tall and seconded by Councilwoman Racine to set a public hearing for the May meeting on the possible vacating of Maple Street between Barnum and Canda Streets.  Motion carried.
Assistant City Manager
A motion was made by Councilwoman Demarest and seconded by Councilman Tonkin to change the job title of the Assistant to the City Manager to Assistant City Manager.  Motion carried.

Old Business
Councilman Tonkin inquired if the results of the tree survey were received.

New Business
A motion was made by Councilman Juidici and seconded by Councilwoman Demarest to lift the hiring freeze and authorize the DPW Director to hire seasonal employees.  Motion carried.

Councilman Tonkin encouraged residents to vote in the May 6, 2014, school election and inquired when funds would come from MDOT for pothole repairs.
Councilwoman Demarest stated there are obsolete items, including parking meters and computer equipment, throughout the City that could be disposed of.  

A motion was made by Councilwoman Demarest and seconded by Mayor Tall that all City departments prepare a list of items to be declared surplus at the May 7, 2014, meeting.  Motion carried.

A motion was made by Councilwoman Demarest and seconded by Mayor Tall that the March 5, 2014, minutes be corrected to read:   A motion was made by Councilwoman Demarest and seconded by Councilwoman Racine to authorize the sale of a 2.65 acre parcel of property in the Hematite Heights area to RobRoy Ockerman for $2,500 an acre as recommended by the Planning Commission.  Motion carried.

Mayor and Council Reports
Councilman Juidici attended a meeting with Rural Development on obtaining funds for water system improvements.  
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Councilwoman Racine stated the Main Street merchants are concerned if construction on Main Street this summer will affect their events, especially the Fourth of July, Festival of Treasures on July 3, and Wilderness Sports Customer Appreciation Day on June 21.  

Mayor Tall stated the Al Quaal Recreation Area should be utilized more, and some new events have been suggested.   He attended the monthly Housing Commission meeting.  
Councilwoman Demarest attended the Library Board meeting.  She stated there is a vacancy on the Library Board and again expressed her appreciation to Officers Hart and Rae for the excellent job they are doing.

Councilman Tonkin attended the Planning Commission meeting and a meeting with U. P. representatives on the water freezing situation.  

City Manager’s Report
Mr. Slown stated there will be a health insurance meeting on April 10 to review the new rates, Rural Transportation Planning for Elected Officials will be held on April 25 in Escanaba, legislation concerning trails in the State is being considered, EVIP legislation may be adopted which will require 5% of revenue sharing funds be spent on road construction and another 5% for unfunded liabilities, the City’s cost for water from the Water Authority this month is $80,000, Lindberg’s charges for assisting with the water situation are less than anticipated, the Lake Bancroft grant was determined ineligible, the SAW grant was accepted as complete but was not chosen in the random drawing, the City should receive an additional $38,000 from MDOT, there was a meeting with the County Treasurer to discuss foreclosure and demolition projects, and staff is working on zoning violation issues.
City Attorney’s Report
Mr. Savu had no report.

Adjournment
A motion was made by Councilwoman Demarest and seconded by Councilwoman Racine to adjourn the meeting at 9:43 p.m.  Motion carried.









Carol Holmgren









Recording Secretary 
