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Ishpeming, Michigan

A Regular Meeting of the Ishpeming City Council was held on Wednesday, June 4, 2014, in the Ishpeming Senior Center.  Mayor Mike Tall called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

Present:  Mayor Mike Tall, Council Members Claudia Demarest, Joseph Juidici, Elaine Racine, and Mike Tonkin (5).  Absent:  None (0).  Also present were City Manager Mark Slown and City Attorney David Savu.

PUBLIC COMMENT
Curt Sjoholm, 810 Juniper Street, stated he purchased his house in 2005 and constructed a garage in 2006.  The City sold property to his neighbor in 2008, which has now closed off access to his garage.  There is no easement for access.

CONSENT AGENDA
A motion was made by Councilman Tonkin and seconded by Councilwoman Racine to approve the consent agenda as follows:

a.
Minutes of Previous Meetings (May 7, 15, and 28, 2104)

b.
Approval of Disbursements (Mayor Tall and Councilwoman Racine)

c.
Monthly Financial Statements

d.
Reappoint Mark Slown to a three year term on the Building Authority

e.
Appoint Kathy Mathias to fill a vacancy on the Commission on Aging

f.
Invoice from City Attorney

Motion carried.

SECOND AND THIRD STREETS CONNECTOR
Two options have been proposed for the Second and Third Streets connector.  Option A is an "S" curve at an estimated cost of $450,000, and Option B is a second roundabout at an estimated cost of $490,000.  With Option A, two parcels of property must be purchased, but with Option B only one parcel will be required.  There are two grant opportunities with a deadline for submittal by the end of July, and each grant will require preliminary plans.
A motion was made by Councilman Juidici and seconded by Councilwoman Racine to proceed with Option B, a second roundabout, for the Second and Third Streets connector at an estimated cost of $490,000.  Motion carried.
AMENDMENT TO ORDINANCE NO. 7-500
A motion was made by Councilwoman Demarest and seconded by Councilman Juidici to adopt amendments to Ordinance No. 7-500, An Ordinance to Require the Inspection of Residential Rental Dwelling Units, as of the second reading.  Motion carried.

AMENDMENTS TO ORDINANCE NO. 8-100
A motion was made by Councilwoman Demarest and seconded by Mayor Tall to adopt amendments to Ordinance No. 8-100, Zoning Ordinance, as of the second reading.  Motion carried.
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AMENDMENT TO ORDINANCE NO. 7-100
A motion was made by Councilwoman Demarest and seconded by Councilwoman Racine to adopt amendments to Ordinance No. 7-100, Unsafe Building Ordinance, as an emergency ordinance.  Motion carried.  

AMENDMENT TO MDOT CONTRACT
A motion was made by Councilwoman Demarest and seconded by Councilman Tonkin to approve the amendment to the MDOT contract for Second Street and other various street improvements for a cost increase in the amount of $8,424.72.  Motion carried.
AWARD BID FOR A CORRELATOR
A motion was made by Councilwoman Demarest and seconded by Councilman Juidici to award the bid for an ECO Logics Correlator to HD Supply Waterworks, including a laptop computer from 906 Technologies to store the data, in an amount not to exceed $30,000, with payment to be made from the Water Fund, and to waive competitive bidding at the recommendation of the City Manager.  Motion carried.
PROPOSAL TO REPAIR THE DPW BUILDING OVERHEAD DOORS
A motion was made by Councilman Tonkin and seconded by Mayor Tall to postpone awarding a bid for the repair of the DPW building overhead garage doors, prepare more detailed specifications, and request proposals from additional suppliers.  Ayes:  Mayor Tall, Council Members Demarest, Juidici, and Tonkin (4).  Nays:  Councilwoman Racine (1).  Motion carried.
REQUEST FOR STREET CLOSURES
A motion was made by Councilwoman Demarest and seconded by Councilman Juidici to approve (a) Festival of Treasures street closures on July 3, 2014, (b) closing a portion of Malton Road on August 1, 2014, for a fund raising race for the Good News Assembly of God Church, (3) street closure and temporary liquor license request for Jack's TeePee on July 1, 2, 3, 4, and 5, 2014, (4) street closure and temporary liquor license request for Paradise Bar & Grill on June 28, 2014, and (5) street closure and temporary liquor license requests for Brogie's Tavern and the Venice on July 3, 4, and 5, 2014.  Motion carried.
LIFT HIRING FREEZE
A motion was made by Councilwoman Demarest and seconded by Councilwoman Racine to lift the hiring freeze to hire two additional summer employees for DPW and to fill the vacancies at the Library for Library Director and Assistant Librarian.  Motion carried.

PURCHASE OF FORECLOSED PARCELS
A motion was made by Councilwoman Demarest and seconded by Mayor Tall to approve the purchase of foreclosed parcels on Juniper Street and the corner of First and Division Streets for an amount not to exceed $3,060.  Motion carried.

POLICY ON MAXIMUM HOURS WORKED BY PART-TIME EMPLOYEES
A motion was made by Mayor Tall and seconded by Councilwoman Racine that the City Manager prepare a policy on maximum hours to be worked by part-time employees and to present the policy at a future meeting for adoption.  Motion carried.
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OLD BUSINESS
Councilwoman Demarest inquired on the status of the land exchange with the DNR at Lake Angeline and if the ad for a City Attorney has been written.

A motion was made by Councilman Tonkin and seconded by Councilwoman Racine to approve the ad for legal services prepared by the City Manager and have it published as required.  Motion carried.
Mayor Tall thanked the volunteers who have been working on the City gardens, reported plans for the Fourth of July are progressing, and asked for more volunteers to assist with beautification.
NEW BUSINESS
Mr. Slown stated the four unions have agreed to changes in the health insurance and thanked the unions for their cooperation in this effort.  

A motion was made by Councilwoman Demarest and seconded by Councilwoman Racine to remove the Consent Agenda from future Council meeting agendas.  Motion carried.

Councilman Tonkin stated the tree survey is being reviewed as part of the beautification effort, and they hope to purchase trees next spring.

MAYOR AND COUNCIL REPORTS
Councilman Juidici reported he attended the Cemetery Board meeting, and the DPW did an excellent job in preparing the Cemetery for Memorial Day.

Councilwoman Racine reported she attended the DDA meeting, Congress Pizza purchased the former Penney lot and will be putting in a patio, and the Beautification Committee is meeting every Saturday morning at 9:00 a.m. and Tuesday evening at 6:30 p.m. to work on City gardens.

Mayor Tall commended the Beautification Committee and encouraged others to participate and reported he attended the Memorial Day ceremony at the Cemetery with the City Manager and the Central Dispatch Board meeting, construction is near completion at the Hi Rise, and noted that the Historical Society Museum is located in Pioneer Square.

Councilwoman Demarest reported she attended the Library Board meeting, Library Director John McNaughton has resigned, the Library elevator will be rebid, commended Ray Leverton for raising funds for various Library projects, and requested others assist in the beautification efforts.

Councilman Tonkin stated work is progressing on Lake Bancroft cleanup and encouraged participation in making beautification improvements.

MANAGER'S REPORT

Mr. Slown thanked John McNaughton for his service as Library Director, stated Jessica Shirtz will be appointed Library Director, work has started on readjusting the DDA District, thanked Councilwoman Demarest and City Treasurer Kaitlyn Feldbauer for disposing of surplus materials from City Hall, $24,000 was received from MDOT for winter maintenance, regional
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damages have exceeded the FEMA threshold, and Ishpeming is getting their numbers together, the Planning Commission will not meet until September, recognized the unions for their cooperation in reducing health care costs, thanked A. Lindberg & Sons for their assistance in repairing the water main leak at Davis Street, the MEDC façade grant is progressing, and commended the beautification efforts.
ATTORNEY'S REPORT
Mr. Savu had no report.

CLOSED SESSION

A motion was made by Mayor Tall and seconded by Councilwoman Racine to go into closed session to discuss negotiations to acquire real property, pending litigation of  Chipman vs. City, and confidential communication from the City Attorney at 8:35 p.m.  Ayes:  Mayor Tall, Council Members Demarest, Juidici, Racine, and Tonkin (5).  Nays:  None (0).  Motion carried.

A motion was made by Councilwoman Demarest and seconded by Councilwoman Racine to return to open session at 9:12 p.m.  Motion carried.

ADJOURNMENT
A motion was made by Mayor Tall and seconded by Councilwoman Racine to adjourn the meeting at 9:14 p.m.  Motion carried.









Carol Holmgren









Recording Secretary
