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Ishpeming, Michigan

A Regular Meeting of the Ishpeming City Council was held on Wednesday, July 9, 2014, in the Ishpeming Senior Center.  Mayor Tall called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.
Present:  Mayor Mike Tall, Council Members Claudia Demarest, Joseph Juidici, Elaine Racine, and Mike Tonkin (5).  Absent:  None (0).  Also present were City Manager Mark Slown and City Attorney David Savu.

PUBLIC COMMENT
Keith LaCosse stated he is a candidate for Marquette County Commission District 4, which includes the Cities of Ishpeming and Negaunee.

MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS
A motion was made by Councilwoman Demarest and seconded by Councilman Juidici to approve the minutes of June 4 and 12, 2014, as presented.  Motion carried.

APPROVAL OF DISBURSEMENTS
A motion was made by Councilwoman Demarest and seconded by Councilman Tonkin to accept the disbursements as presented.  Motion carried.

MONTHLY FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
A motion was made by Councilman Tonkin and seconded by Councilwoman Demarest to accept the monthly financial statements as presented.  Motion carried.

SET A PUBLIC HEARING ON SALE OF PROPERTY
Following discussion on the possible sale of the lots at First and Division Streets, a motion was made by Mayor Tall and seconded by Councilwoman Demarest to retain the property for rental parking.  Motion carried.

INVOICE FROM A. LINDBERG & SONS FOR EMERGENCY REPAIRS
A motion was made by Councilwoman Demarest and seconded by Councilman Juidici to authorize the payment of $222,370.54 to A. Lindberg & Sons for emergency water main repairs at Main and Canda Streets.  Motion carried.

SIDEWALK REPLACEMENT ON CANDA STREET
A motion was made by Councilwoman Demarest and seconded by Councilman Tonkin to accept the proposal from A. Lindberg & Sons to replace the sidewalk on Canda Street at a cost not to exceed $50,000, with funds to come from the Revolving Loan Fund, and to waive competitive bidding at the recommendation of the City Manager.  Motion carried.

STORM SEWER AND WATER MAIN REPLACEMENT
A motion was made by Councilwoman Demarest and seconded by Councilman Juidici to accept the proposal from A. Lindberg & Sons to replace the collapsed storm sewer and the water main on Second Street between Euclid and Ely Streets for an amount not to exceed $140,000 and to replace the sidewalk and curb for an amount not to exceed $30,000, with funds to come from the Revolving Loan Fund, and to waive competitive bidding at the recommendation of the City Manager.  Motion carried.
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PARTRIDGE CREEK CHANGE ORDER 
A motion was made by Mayor Tall and seconded by Councilman Tonkin to approve Change Order No. 4 for the Partridge Creek Phase II, Contract 1, Storm Sewer Project, for an increased project cost of $13,189.42.  Motion carried.

HEMATITE HEIGHTS EASEMENT
A motion was made by Councilwoman Demarest and seconded by Mayor Tall to approve an easement for Phil and Joni Gleason and to authorize the Mayor and City Clerk to sign the document.  Motion carried.

A motion was made by Councilwoman Demarest and seconded by Councilman Juidici to authorize the City Manager and City Attorney to proceed with easements for the Hewitt, old landfill access road, and railroad crossing.  Motion carried.

AERIAL BASE MAPPING
A motion was made by Councilman Juidici and seconded by Councilwoman Demarest to accept the proposal of GEI to develop digital aerial base mapping in conjunction with the Rural Development application for water system improvements for an amount not to exceed $26,900 and to authorize the City Manager to sign the agreement.  Motion carried.
PART-TIME EMPLOYEE POLICY
A motion was made by Councilwoman Demarest and seconded by Councilman Juidici to adopt the Categories of Employment Policy as presented.  Motion carried.

BEAUTIFICATION POLICY
Following discussion on beautification needs and progress, a motion was made by Councilwoman Racine and seconded by Mayor Tall that Linda Andriacchi will be in charge of beautification, no changes will be made to garden areas without permission, beautification efforts will be coordinated with the Public Works Department, Mrs. Andriacchi will not be contacted unnecessarily at work, and Stacey Willey will maintain a Facebook page with beautification updates.  Motion carried. 

CONTRACT FOR CUSTODIAL SERVICES
A motion was made by Councilwoman Demarest and seconded by Councilman Juidici to approve the contract for custodial services for the Police Department as amended.  Motion carried.

OPT-OUT OF 80/20 HEALTH INSURANCE 
A motion was made by Councilman Juidici and seconded by Councilwoman Demarest to exempt the City of Ishpeming from the hard cap and 80/20 health insurance premium cost sharing requirement of 2011 Public Act 152 for calendar year 2014.  Ayes:  Mayor Tall, Council Members Demarest, Juidici, Racine, and Tonkin (5).  Nays:  None (0).  Motion carried.

TEMPORARY LIQUOR LICENSE REQUEST
A motion was made by Mayor Tall and seconded by Councilwoman Demarest to recommend approval of the special liquor license for the Viet Nam Veterans Chapter 380 annual dinner/dance at the National Guard Armory on October 18, 2014.  Motion carried.
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SURPLUS FIRE DEPARTMENT SCBA FACE PIECES
A motion was made by Councilwoman Demarest and seconded by Mayor Tall to remove consideration of this item from the Council agenda.  Motion carried.

APPOINTMENT TO THE PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION
A motion was made by Councilman Tonkin and seconded by Councilwoman Racine to appoint Dale Thomas to fill a vacancy on the Parks and Recreation Commission.  Motion carried.

APPOINTMENTS TO THE DOWNTOWN DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY
A motion was made by Councilwoman Demarest and seconded by Councilman Juidici to confirm the reappointment of Diane Gauthier, David Aeh, and Rosemarie Strom to four year terms on the Downtown Development Authority.  Motion carried.

OLD BUSINESS
A motion was made by Councilwoman Demarest and seconded by Councilwoman Racine to accept the proposal from Premeau Construction for new framing and doors supplied by Overhead Door Company of Marquette for the DPW building at a cost of $34,148 and to waive competitive bidding on the framing.  Motion carried.

A motion was made by Councilman Juidici and seconded by Councilwoman Demarest to lift the hiring freeze to fill a vacancy in the Department of Public Works by using existing applications and to replace the City Manager's Secretary due to retirement.  Motion carried.
A motion was made by Councilwoman Demarest and seconded by Councilman Tonkin to rescind the motion of May 7, 2014, declaring Fire Department equipment as surplus.  Motion carried.

A motion was made by Councilwoman Demarest and seconded by Councilman Juidici to dispose of Library surplus equipment by the same procedure used with City Hall surplus items.  Motion carried.

A motion was made by Councilwoman Racine and seconded by Councilwoman Demarest to approve the loan agreement with Marquette Range Iron Mining Heritage Theme Park, Inc., for display of old Fire Department equipment.  Motion carried.

NEW BUSINESS
Councilwoman Racine noted that Old Ish does not have an arrow in his hand.  It was also noted the base of the statue should also be restored.

Mr. Slown stated there are five applicants for City Attorney, the Water Authority approved their 2015 budget and increased the cost of water to $1.72/1,000 gallons, Ray Roberts resigned from the Planning Commission, and USDA supported the City's pre-application for Fire Hall, Police Department, DPW, and City Hall upgrades.  Mr. Slown recommended a special meeting be held to discuss the 2013 audit, City Attorney replacement, and community facility improvements.
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MANAGER'S REPORT
Mr. Slown reported the plumbing problem at the Library has been resolved, there was flooding in the Fire/Police building basement, there was erosion on Main Street where paving work is planned, the primary election will be held on August 5, and personal property tax elimination is on the ballot.
MAYOR AND COUNCIL REPORTS
Mayor Tall attended the Housing Commission and Central Dispatch Board meetings.  He thanked the Fourth of July and Fireworks Committees.

Councilwoman Racine attended the DDA meeting and thanked the Fourth of July Committee and IBA for the Festival of Treasures.

Councilman Juidici complimented the Beautification Committee for their efforts.

Councilman Tonkin reported the Planning Commission and Parks and Recreation Commission did not meet, a lot of work has been done on beautification, and Lake Bancroft cleanup is progressing.

Councilwoman Demarest stated the Library Board did not meet, the Festival of Treasures was a success, and thanked the Fourth of July Committee for a successful event.
ATTORNEY'S REPORT
Mr. Savu had no report.

CLOSED SESSION

A motion was made by Councilwoman Demarest and seconded by Councilman Tonkin to go into closed session to discuss property acquisition at 8:53 p.m.  Ayes:  Mayor Tall, Council Members Demarest, Juidici, Racine, and Tonkin (5).  Nays:  None (0).  Motion carried.

A motion was made by Councilwoman Demarest and seconded by Councilman Juidici to return to open session at 9:12 p.m.  Motion carried.

ADJOURNMENT
A motion was made by Councilman Juidici and seconded by Councilwoman Racine to adjourn the meeting at 9:16 p.m.  Motion carried.









Carol Holmgren









Recording Secretary
