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Ishpeming, Michigan

A Special Meeting of the Ishpeming City Council was held on Wednesday, September 24, 2014, in the City Hall Conference Room.  Mayor Tall called the meeting to order at 2:00 p.m.

Present:  Mayor Mike Tall, Council Members Claudia Demarest, Joseph Juidici, Elaine Racine, and Mike Tonkin (5).  Absent:  None (0).  Also present were City Manager Mark Slown and City Attorney David Savu.

PUBLIC HEARING ON CDBG GRANT
Mayor Tall opened the public hearing to receive input on the proposed application for Michigan Economic Development Corporation (MEDC) Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) Program funds to be used for reimbursement of costs associated with water main replacement and restoration work associated with the winter freezing damage at 2:01 p.m.

City Manager Mark Slown explained the high expenses both the City and the Negaunee-Ishpeming Water Authority incurred due to the past winter's freeze problems and damages.  The City incurred expenses over $2.5 million, and the grant award is for $999,900.  
Mayor Tall closed the public hearing at 2:05 p.m.

RESOLUTION TO SUBMIT A CDBG GRANT
The City can submit a CDBG grant application requesting $999,900, with a local match of $676,246, to offset the costs of the 2014 winter freezing problems.  It was noted that the original request was for both the City and the Negaunee-Ishpeming Water Authority.  Discussion followed on how the funds should be allocated.

A motion was made by Mayor Tall and seconded by Councilwoman Racine to adopt the Authorizing Resolution to Apply for a Michigan Economic Development Corporation (MEDC) Community Development Block Urgent Need Grant.  Motion carried.

A motion was made by Mayor Tall and seconded by Councilwoman Demarest to authorize distribution of grant funds to the Negaunee-Ishpeming Water Authority in an amount not to exceed $167,500.  Motion carried.

CITY ATTORNEY RETAINER AGREEMENT
A motion was made by Councilwoman Demarest and seconded by Councilman Juidici to approve the City Attorney retainer agreement, as amended on September 22, 2014, and authorize the Mayor and City Clerk to sign.  Ayes:  Mayor Tall and Council Members Demarest and Juidici (3).  Nays:  Council Members Racine and Tonkin (2).  Motion carried.
APPOINT BONNIE HOFF AS SPECIAL LEGAL COUNSEL
A motion was made by Councilwoman Demarest and seconded by Councilman Juidici to appoint Bonnie Hoff as special legal counsel to attend City Council or other meetings and to act as City Attorney in Mr. Savu's absence.  Ayes:  Mayor Tall, Council Members Demarest, Juidici, and Tonkin (4).  Nays:  Councilwoman Racine (1).  Motion carried.
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APPOINT DELEGATE TO THE MML ANNUAL CONFERENCE
A motion was made by Mayor Tall and seconded by Councilwoman Demarest to appoint Mr. Slown as the City's delegate to the MML annual conference in Marquette on October 15-17, 2014, and to authorize payment of the registration fee.  Motion carried.
ADJOURNMENT
A motion was made by Councilwoman Demarest and seconded by Mayor Tall to adjourn the meeting at 2:35 p.m.
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