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Ishpeming, Michigan

A Regular Meeting of the Ishpeming City Council was held on Wednesday, August 6, 2014, in the Ishpeming Senior Center.  Mayor Tall called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

Present:  Mayor Mike Tall, Council Members Claudia Demarest, Joseph Juidici, Elaine Racine, and Mike Tonkin (5).  Absent:  None (0).  Also present were City Manager Mark Slown and City Attorney David Savu.

PUBLIC COMMENT
Keith LaCosse, Mayor of Negaunee and candidate for Marquette County Board, commented that Dominic Andriacchi is the only attorney who applied for City Attorney who has an office in the City of Ishpeming and recommends Mr. Andriacchi be considered for the position.

Dave Vernier, 112 Bluff Street, owner of Oasis Fuel, commented on Lindberg's use of the site at Lakeshore and Hematite Drive.  He stated the area is unsightly and creates a lot of dust.  He feels this is now a construction lay-down site and is in violation of City Ordinance.  
Ronald Ketchem, 316 Canda Street, complained about the dust coming from Lindberg's property and damage to his foundation and said the construction material was supposed to be removed.
Curt Sjoholm, 810 Juniper Street, has access to his garage from the east, but wants access from the west side.  He cannot sell his house without this being resolved.

Pam St. Aubin, 369 West Division Street, complained about the dust from Lindberg's property, said it is an eyesore, and their equipment is blocking the Heritage Trial. 

MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS
A motion was made by Councilwoman Demarest and seconded by Councilman Juidici to approve the minutes of July 9, 23, and 30, 2014, as presented.  Motion carried.

APPROVAL OF DISBURSEMENTS
A motion was made by Mayor Tall and seconded by Councilman Tonkin to approve the disbursements as presented.  Motion carried.

MONTHLY FINANCIAL REPORT
A motion was made by Councilman Tonkin and seconded by Councilwoman Demarest to accept the monthly financial report as presented.  Motion carried.

USDA COMMUNITY FACILITY ARCHITECT PROPOSAL
A motion was made by Councilwoman Demarest and seconded by Mayor Tall accept the OHM professional services proposal, as amended, to apply for a USDA Rural Development grant for improvements to the DPW, City Hall and Fire/Police buildings in an amount not to exceed $62,700, and to waive competitive bidding as recommended by the City Manager.  Motion carried.
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AMENDMENT TO ORDINANCE NO. 6-100
A motion was made by Councilwoman Demarest and seconded by Councilman Tonkin to adopt amendments to Ordinance No. 6-100, An Ordinance to Regulate Use, Damage To, Excavation, and Construction On, In, Under, or Over Streets, Alleys, and other Public Property, and To Require a Permit for Excavation or Construction, as of the first reading.  Motion carried.

AGREEMENT WITH BS&A SOFTWARE
A motion was made by Councilwoman Demarest and seconded by Councilman Juidici to authorize an agreement with BS&A Software to make the City's tax information available on line, using the pay-per-hit option, and to waive competitive bidding per the City Manager's recommendation.  Motion carried.

CORPORATE UTILITY EASEMENT FOR UPPCO
A motion was made by Councilman Juidici and seconded by Councilwoman Racine to grant a Corporate Utility Easement to UPPCO for the purpose of installing underground electric facilities and to authorize the Mayor to sign the document.  Motion carried.

COGNITION BREWING LIQUOR LICENSE
A motion was made by Mayor Tall and seconded by Councilwoman Racine to recommend approval of a New Micro Brewer License and Small Wine Maker License for Cognition Brewing at 107 Canda Street.  Motion carried.
AWARD BID FOR FIRE HOSE
A motion was made by Councilman Tonkin and seconded by Councilwoman Racine to award the bid for fire hose, purchased through a FEMA grant, to Time Emergency Equipment in the amount of $25,276.  Motion carried.  

PROPERTY SWAP WITH THE NEGAUNEE-ISHPEMING WATER AUTHORITY
A motion was made by Councilwoman Demarest and seconded by Councilman Tonkin to hold a public hearing on the swap of land with the Negaunee-Ishpeming Water Authority for a new well near U. S. 41 and Sunset Drive at the September 3, 2014, meeting.  Motion carried.

NORTHERN MICHIGAN PUBLIC SERVICE ACADEMY MEMBERSHIP FEE
A motion was made by Councilwoman Demarest and seconded by Councilman Juidici to authorize payment of the membership fee for the Northern Michigan Public Service Academy.  Motion carried.

CUPPAD MEMBERSHIP FEE
A motion was made by Councilman Juidici and seconded by Councilwoman Racine to approve payment of the CUPPAD 2015 membership fee in the amount of $1,294.  Motion carried.

NEIGHBORHOOD IMPROVEMENT COMMITTEE
A motion was made by Councilwoman Racine and seconded by Councilwoman Demarest to appoint Robert Marietti, Irving Krellwitz, Anne Giroux, Amy Lerlie, and Mike Tonkin to the Neighborhood Improvement Committee.  Motion carried.
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LIFT HIRING FREEZE
A motion was made by Councilwoman Demarest and seconded by Councilman Juidici to lift the hiring freeze for the Public Works Office Manager position, with regret.  Motion carried.

OLD BUSINESS
Councilman Tonkin reported that piping and floats have been placed in Lake Bancroft, polymer will be pumped in a few days, thanked the VFW for weeds removal, and reported there was an information booth on the polymer method and Lake Bancroft clean up efforts at the Renaissance Faire.  
NEW BUSINESS
Councilwoman Racine reported that the DDA would like to have a joint letter with the City Council sent to MBank welcoming them to Ishpeming.

Mr. Slown stated Lindberg has promised to clean up their property by the end of the year.  Originally, the area was used as a construction staging area, and the material on the property has grown substantially because of the large number of projects being worked on.  There will be a lot of truck traffic as the material is removed.
MAYOR AND COUNCIL REPORTS
Councilman Juidici reported the Cemetery Board did not meet last month.
Councilwoman Racine attended the DDA meeting, thanked the DPW for watering the flower baskets, noted the planter at Lake Bancroft is being built and Globe Printing paid for the first layers of brick to be laid, and thanked the VFW for weed removal at Lake Bancroft, Karl Lehman for the years he worked on the Fourth of July activities, and Mike Tonkin for his work on beautification and the Lake Bancroft cleanup.
Mayor Tall thanked the Fourth of July Committee and the Beautification Committee and reminded that Buzz the Gut will be held on August 9.
Councilwoman Demarest attended the Library Board meeting, the Renaissance Faire was bigger this year, and thanked Bob O'Connor for doing a good job as Code Enforcement Officer.

Councilman Tonkin commended Finance Director Jim Lampman on the 2013 audit and his financial reporting.
MANAGER'S REPORT
Mr. Slown reported he is pursuing an MEDC grant to assist with water freezing expenses, new shelves are installed at the Library, Robin Baird has offered some parking at the Mather Inn for the Library, thanked Jill Dompierre and the election inspectors for their assistance with the Primary Election, the U. P. City Manager's meeting will be held here in September, the MML annual conference will be in Marquette, and Eagle Mine has offered the property where the former office building is located on Spruce Street. 
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ATTORNEY'S REPORT
Mr. Savu reported he is working with Bell Forest Products on the sale of Building C in the Brownstone Complex for $20,000.  He is working on the bill of sale.

A motion was made by Councilman Juidici and seconded by Councilwoman Demarest to authorize the Mayor to sign the bill of sale, when competed, for the sale of Building C in the Brownstone Complex to Bell Forest Products.  Motion carried.

CLOSED SESSION TO CONSIDER PURCHASE OF REAL PROPERTY

A motion was made by Councilwoman Demarest and seconded by Mayor Tall to go into closed session to consider the purchase of real property at 8:20 p.m.  Ayes:  Mayor Tall, Council Members Demarest, Juidici, Racine, and Tonkin (5).  Nays:  None (0).  Motion carried.

A motion was made by Councilwoman Demarest and seconded by Mayor Tall to return to open session at 8:43 p.m.  Motion carried.
A motion was made by Councilwoman Demarest and seconded by Councilman Juidici to accept the offer of Eagle Mine to donate the property at 504 Spruce Street to the City, subject to the removal of building and all demolition debris from the site.  Motion carried.

ADJOURNMENT
A motion was made by Councilman Juidici and seconded by Councilwoman Racine to adjourn the meeting at 8:45 p.m.  Motion carried.








Carol Holmgren








Recording Secretary 
