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Ishpeming, Michigan   

A Regular Meeting of the Ishpeming City Council was held on Wednesday, September 3, 2014, in the Ishpeming Senior Center.  Mayor Tall called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

Present:  Mayor Mike Tall, Council Members Claudia Demarest, Joseph Juidici, Elaine Racine, and Mike Tonkin (5).  Absent:  None (0).  Also present were City Manager Mark Slown and City Attorney David Savu.
PUBLIC COMMENT
Justin Koski, 767 South Pine Street, stated he is a candidate for City Council and wants to refute the error that there were problems encountered with the beer tent during the Red Earth Classic bike race in July.  
Kurt Kipling, 654 Teal Lake Road, thanked the DPW their assistance with the carnival being held this coming weekend, reported he expects large crowds attending the carnival, and stated the carnival is a fund raising event for the Ishpeming Fire Department and Bay Cliff.  He also commented on the improvements Lindberg is making to their property at Lakeshore Drive and Hematite Drive.

Curt Sjoholm, 810 Juniper Street, stated he wants an access to his property from both directions, not just from the east.
Councilwoman Racine presented a cowboy hat, badge, and rope to Police Chief Dan Willey for capturing a cow that escaped from the trailer it was being transported in.

MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS
A motion was made by Councilwoman Demarest and seconded by Councilman Tonkin to approve the minutes of August 6, 25, and 27, 2014, as presented.  Motion carried.

APPROVAL OF DISBURSEMENTS
A motion was made by Councilman Juidici and seconded by Councilwoman Demarest to approve the disbursements as presented.  Motion carried.

FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
A motion was made by Councilman Tonkin and seconded by Councilwoman Demarest to accept the monthly financial statements as presented.   Motion carried.

PUBLIC HEARING ON THE TRANSFER OF PROPERTY
Mayor Tall opened a public hearing at 7:15 p.m. to receive comment on the proposed transfer of property to the Negaunee-Ishpeming Water Authority for the purpose of drilling for a new well.  In return, the Water Authority would grant an access easement to the City and a site for a gateway sign on U. S. 41.  
Mayor Tall closed the public hearing at 7:16 p.m.
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MDOT SAFETY PROGRAM GRANT
Steve Wright, OHM, gave a summary of grants applications submitted for the Second/Third Street Connector Project.  The City has been awarded a $375,000 Small Urban Program grant for this project.  He would like to submit a Federal Local Safety Program Grant in the amount of $600,000, with a 20% local match.  The deadline for submitting the grant is September 15, 2014.
A motion was made by Councilman Juidici and seconded by Councilwoman Racine to authorize OHM to submit a Federal Local Safety Program Grant in the amount of $600,000 for the Second/Third Street connector project by the deadline date of September 15, 2014.  Motion carried.

RESOLUTION APPROVING CONTRACT OF LEASE AND NOTICE
A motion was made by Councilwoman Demarest and seconded by Councilman Juidici to approve the Resolution Approving Contract of Lease to proceed with the issuance of bonds for improvements to the DPW/Fire/Police complex and for ADA compliance improvements for City Hall.  Motion carried.

AMENDMENT TO ORDINANCE NO. 6-100
A motion was made by Councilman Tonkin and seconded by Councilwoman Racine to adopt amendments to Ordinance No. 6-100, An Ordinance to Regulate Use, Damage To, Excavation, and Construction On, In, Under, or Over Streets, Alleys and Other Public Property, and To Require a Permit for Excavation or Construction, as of the second reading.  Motion carried.
M-28 MAINTENANCE CONTRACT
A motion was made by Councilman Juidici and seconded by Councilwoman Demarest to adopt Resolution No. 2014-3, Resolution Approving State Trunkline Maintenance Contract, and authorize the City Manager to sign the contract.  Motion carried.

APPOINTMENTS TO THE COMMISSION ON AGING
A motion was made by Councilwoman Racine and seconded by Councilman Tonkin to reappoint Brad Waters and Joseph Pelkola to three year terms on the Ishpeming Commission on Aging.  Motion carried.

CONFIRM APPOINTMENT TO THE DOWNTOWN DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY
A motion was made by Councilman Tonkin and seconded by Councilwoman Racine to confirm the appointment of John Summerhill to fill a vacancy on the Downtown Development Authority.  Motion carried.

DELEGATE TO MML ANNUAL CONFERENCE
No action was taken on appointing a delegate to the Michigan Municipal League annual conference being held in Marquette from October 15-17, 2014.
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LIFT HIRING FREEZE
A motion was made by Councilwoman Demarest and seconded by Councilman Tonkin to lift the hiring freeze to replace a part-time Library Clerk.  Motion carried.
SURPLUS LIBRARY BOOKS
A motion was made by Councilwoman Demarest and seconded by Mayor Tall to declare 1,900 books as surplus and to dispose of the books using the standard procedure.  Motion carried.

UPPER PENINSULA TRAVEL AND RECREATION ASSOCIATION
A motion was made by Councilman Tonkin and seconded by Councilwoman Racine that, due to budget constraints, membership fees for Michigan's Upper Peninsula Travel and Recreation Association in the amount of $300 not be paid.  Motion carried.

OLD BUSINESS
Mr. Savu expressed concern that the agenda for the special meeting held at 6:00 p.m. tonight to appoint the City Attorney stated the meeting would be held at City Hall, not the Senior Center where it was held.  To avoid any challenge to the appointment, Mr. Savu recommended that the motion be made again at this meeting.
A motion was made by Councilwoman Demarest and seconded by Councilman Juidici to offer the position of City Attorney to Bonnie Hoff on a retainer basis, to authorize the City Manager and City Attorney to prepare a retainer contract, and to present the contract to the City Council for approval.  Ayes:  Mayor Tall and Council Members Demarest and Juidici (3).  Nays:  Council Members Racine and Tonkin (2).  Motion carried.

Mayor Tall stated the Renaissance Faire appreciated the assistance from the Police and Public Works Departments for their recent event, stated the Labor Day picnic and parade were a success, and thanked Kathryn Savu for teaching art classes at the Senior Center.     
Councilman Tonkin asked Carr Baldwin to give an update on the Lake Bancroft cleanup project, and Mr. Baldwin stated that polymer is now being pumping into the lake.

MAYOR AND COUNCIL REPORTS
Councilman Tonkin reported the Lake Bancroft project is progressing, he attended a Parks and Recreation Commission meeting, and this year's beautification efforts are winding down.
Councilwoman Demarest attended the Library Board meeting, thanked Ray Leverton for his outstanding fund raising efforts on behalf of the Library, gave a reminder that the carnival is a fund raiser for the Ishpeming Fire Department and Bay Cliff, noted the Public Service Academy membership fee was $555, and reported there will be a savings of $81,684 in 2015 at the wastewater treatment facility as Negaunee becomes a new user.

Mayor Tall reported he attended a meeting on infrastructure improvements.
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Councilwoman Racine reported she attended the DDA meeting, the façade projects are continuing, thanked Linda Andriacchi and the other volunteers who worked on beautification, and expressed her disappointment in the vote for a new City Attorney.

Councilman Juidici reported the Cemetery Board did not meet and complimented St. Onge Insurance on the mural painted on their building on Main Street.

MANAGER'S REPORT
Mr. Slown reported work has started on the 2015 budget, MDOT awarded a grant to the City for the Second/Third Street connector, a new appraisal was received from the hospital for the property for the Second/Third Street connector, thanked Kurt Kipling for his work on the carnival, a CDBG grant for one million dollars was submitted to help with the water freezing problems, and introduced Cathy Smith, who has been hired to work in the City Manager's Office.
ATTORNEY'S REPORT
Mr. Savu had no report.

CLOSED SESSION
A motion was made by Councilwoman Demarest and seconded by Councilman Juidici to go into closed session to discuss confidential attorney-client privileged memorandum at 8:10 p.m.  Ayes:  Mayor Tall, Council Members Demarest, Juidici, Racine, and Tonkin (5).  Nays:  None (0).  Motion carried.

A motion was made by Councilman Juidici and seconded by Councilwoman Racine to return to open session at 8:43 p.m.  Motion carried.

ADJOURNMENT
A motion was made by Councilwoman Demarest and seconded by Mayor Tall to adjourn the meeting at 8:45 p.m.  Motion carried.









Carol Holmgren









Recording Secretary
