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Ishpeming, Michigan

A Special Meeting of the Ishpeming City Council was held on Monday, September 8, 2014, in the City Hall Conference Room.  Mayor Tall called the meeting to order at 4:00 p.m.

Present:  Mayor Mike Tall, Council Members Claudia Demarest and Joseph Juidici (3).  Absent:  Council Members Elaine Racine and Mike Tonkin (2).  Also present was City Manager Mark Slown.

JOINT MEETING WITH THE DOWNTOWN DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY
Use of the Former Lundin Office Building Property at 504 Spruce Street
It would be expensive to repair the building, and Lundin determined it should be demolished.  Lundin is willing to donate the land to the City, but a decision has to be made on the best use for the property.  
Mr. Skauge stated a grant application for the Cliffs-Rio Tinto funds was submitted a year ago.  The project was not denied, but put on hold until the building disposition was decided. The deadline to submit a new grant application is September 30.  Mr. Skauge updated the application without a specific project for use of the property.  If the funds were awarded and the chosen project did not meet the criteria, the grant could be refused.  
Discussion followed on possible uses of the land.  Proposals included a park with a playground area and band shell or apartments/condo units.  A project could enhance the Lake Bancroft Park and Cliffs Shaft.  
A motion was made by Councilman Juidici and seconded by Councilwoman Demarest to authorize applying for a Cliffs-Rio Tinto grant for reuse of the property at 504 Spruce Street.  Ayes:  Three (3).  Nays:  None (0).  Absent:  Two (2).  Motion carried.
A motion was made by Councilwoman Demarest and seconded by Councilman Juidici to refer the use of the property at 504 Spruce Street to the Planning Commission and Parks and Recreation Commission for a recommendation.  Ayes:  Three (3).  Nays:  None (0).  Absent:  Two (2).  Motion carried.
Former Bell Hospital Property
Great Lakes Recovery will take possession of the former Bell Hospital property, and they are willing to accept suggestions on how the property should be developed for future use.  Among ideas suggested have been a playground area, a community center, parking for school athletic events, a trailhead site, and use by Great Lakes Recovery clients.  It was noted the property is not located in the TIF District.

John Jilbert Building at 116 East Canda Street
John Jilbert, owner of the building at 116 East Canda Street, is willing to donate the property to the City.  The building suffered severe water damage due to a broken pipe, and it would be best to demolish the structure.  Discussion followed on the condition of remaining buildings on that portion of Canda Street, and it was noted that the building next to 116 East Canda Street is also in poor condition.  Mr. Jilbert's property could be acquired by the City, the DDA, or jointly.
The DDA approved a motion that the DDA proceed with acquiring the property at 116 East  Canda Street from John Jilbert.  Motion carried.
TIF District Boundary Changes
Discussion was held on possible areas that could be removed or added to the TIF District.  Among areas that could be removed are Hematite Heights, Ishpeming Hills, the Cemetery, Miracle Center, and Water Authority well houses.  Possible addition to the TIF District is the former hospital property.   Loss of TIF revenue was reviewed.
A map will be prepared showing any proposed deletions or additions, and the process to amend the TIF boundaries will proceed according to the procedure outlined by City Attorney David Savu.
Project Updates
Mr. Slown reported there was an article about the DDA published in the MML Review.  He received the preliminary promotional video, and it will be put on the City's website when finalized.  Negotiations are ongoing with the Water Authority for the sign on the west City limits.  Mr. Slown is negotiating with the owners of the Wonderland Motel to put the east City limit sign on their property.   
ADJOURNMENT

A motion was made by Mayor Tall and seconded by Councilwoman Demarest to adjourn the meeting at 5:55 p.m.  Ayes:  Three (3).  Nays:  None (0).  Absent:  Two (2).  Motion carried.








Carol Holmgren








Recording Secretary
